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Introduction to LRS Workflow

In the Low Resolution Stepping (LRS) workflow, a low-resolution EPS file 
(or a PDF file) is created when the single element is RIPed on the Brisque 
Pack station. The EPS file is created in addition to the high-resolution CT 
and LW RIPed files and is placed in the location you define. You can 
manually step and repeat the low-resolution EPS file in any desktop or 
step-and-repeat editing application, adjust the bleeds for each package, 
and add the die line, folding marks and plate marks to the packaging 
layout. 

When the layout is printed, the DTP application generates a thin 
PostScript file. Brisque then RIPs the packaging layout, replaces the EPS 
file(s) with links to the high-resolution CT and LW previously-RIPed files, 
and creates a Brisque Packaging Job.

A Packaging Job contains a mask page that describes the layout and a link 
to the high-resolution data. The Packaging Job can be soft proofed 
(Preview) and sent to any output device supported by Brisque, including 
color proofers, imposition proofers, imagesetters, platesetters for offset or 
flexo, as well as gravure cylinders.

Note:  The mention of an EPS file in this guide refers to either an EPS or PDF file.

Note:  Brisque does not replace each of the EPS files since it is the same repeated 
element. It replaces the EPS file only once and generates an instruction file for the 
positioning and orientation of the repeated element.

Tip:  Use Low Resolution Stepping (LRS) when you want to use ordinary DTP 
applications for your packaging needs.

Note:  The LRS workflow is password protected and requires a separate license 
obtainable from your local service representative.
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In the LRS workflow, some operations are performed in your DTP 
application and others are performed in Brisque (via your Brisque client). 
This document describes the steps in both, in a chronological order.

We recommend working with the automated workflow, described in the 
LRS Automated Brisque Pack Workflow on page 21.

The LRS workflow is divided into two main phases:

• Working with the single element 

The procedures within this phase involve basic Brisque operations, 
which are not described in detail in this document. We do provide a 
basic outline of the actions required and reference to relevant 
documentation when applicable. 

• Working with the step-and-repeat layout.

This phase is explained first with a standard step-and-repeat procedure, 
and then using a die line.

Full documentation on Brisque operations can be found in the Brisque version 
5.1 online help supplied with your Brisque.
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Phase 1 – Single Element Handling

Figure 1: Typical Brisque LRS workflow for package design (Phase 1)

Designing and Handling Single Package Elements
1. Prepare the graphics of the package element using a DTP application.

2. Save the graphic as a PostScript or PDF file. 

3. Copy the closed PostScript or PDF file(s) to the Brisque Pack station 
via the network. 
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Note:  If your package layout contains more than one design element, you can 
close each design element as an individual PostScript or PDF file or close all of the 
design elements in a single, multi-page file.

Note:  You can also print the files directly from the DTP application to the Brisque 
Pack station via the network.
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4. In Brisque, drag the PostScript or PDF file(s) onto the  Pack RIP 
icon (Workflow palette>Operations tab). The Pack RIP operation 
automatically identifies the input file type and creates a low-
resolution EPS file of the single element.

Note:  Only a single RIP for each design unit is required for the entire job. 
The low-resolution EPS file can be used as a placeholder for the single 
element when it is stepped and repeated in the packaging layout.
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5. The low-resolution EPS file of the single element is placed in the Page 
folder next to the CT and LW files of the single element. To change the 
destination path of the EPS file, in the Job Path box (General tab), 
select one of the following options:

In Job: select this option to place the EPS file in the Job folder next 
to the Page folders.

Other: to place the EPS file in a destination folder of your choice, 

select this option, click  and navigate to the folder.

In Page: select this option to place the EPS file in the Page folder 
next to the CT and LW files of the single element. This is the default 
option.

6. To change the resolution of the EPS file, from the Resolution box 
select one of the following options: 36 dpi, 72 dpi,144 dpi, 288 dpi.

7. On the Output tab, make sure that the LW Resolution box displays a 
resolution that matches the resolution of your output device.

8. Make sure your die lines are set to overprint. To do so, see page 16.

9. Click Submit.

After the single element is RIPed, a low-resolution EPS file of the single 
element (with the .eps extension) is created and placed in the defined 
destination (see step 5 above).

Note:  Select a high resolution if you are using a die line or if the fine details 
of the image are very important for its positioning.

See the Brisque version 5.1 online help for more information on other Pack 
RIP parameters.
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10. For final customer approval, the RIPed file(s) can be sent to a digital 
proofer to verify color quality, bleed alignment and die line alignment. 
See the Proof book in the Brisque version 5.1 online help for more 
information about proofing.

The step-and-repeat imposition layout of the package is ready to be created 
with a page or document assembly DTP application. This will be described 
in the steps to follow.

Note:  Instead of a manual drag and drop, you can print the PostScript/PDF 
file of a single element to a hot folder linked to the appropriate template. 
See LRS Automated Brisque Pack Workflow on page 21 for details.

Tip:  You can use the PreFlight Check operation in Brisque, prior to Pack RIP, 
to perform a simulated RIP of the design element(s). See the PreFlight Check 
book in the Brisque version 5.1 online help for more information.
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Phase 2 – Step-and-Repeat Layout
By now you have completed your single element design, and have created a 
RIPed Brisque page for each element in the design, as described in 
Designing and Handling Single Package Elements on page 8.

In this section, we continue and outline the procedures required to 
complete the Low Resolution Stepping workflow. 

We begin by creating a PostScript file for the step-and-repeat layout in the 
DTP application and eventually create an output ready Brisque Packaging 
Job on the Brisque Pack station.

When creating a packaging layout in a DTP application, the low-resolution 
EPS file created in Phase 1 is imported into the application as a placeholder 
for the single element. 

The packaging layout is assembled in the DTP application according to a 
die line plan, and the printing specifications of the job. 

A thin PostScript file is then printed from the application, and RIPed on 
the Brisque Pack station. After the layout is RIPed, a Brisque Packaging Job 
is created containing a mask layer with links to the Brisque Pages that 
contain the high-resolution files of the single element. 

The Brisque Packaging Job can be soft-proofed (Preview), and sent to any 
output device that is supported by the Brisque such as proofers, imposition 
proofers, imagesetters and platesetters.

In this section we explain how to create a step-and-repeat packaging layout 
using LRS with three different workflows:

• Using a simple step-and-repeat workflow

• Using a die line (CAD file) in the workflow

• Using templates in an automated Brisque Pack workflow.
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Using a simple step-and-repeat workflow

Figure 2: Brisque Pack LRS workflow - simple step-and-repeat
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To create a step-and-repeat layout using the simple workflow:

1. From the DTP application, browse to the previously RIPed Brisque 
Pages of the single element.

2. Select the low-resolution EPS file of the single element(s) on the 
Brisque Pack and import/open it.

3. Manually create a clipping path to ignore the unnecessary parts of the 
graphics in the low-resolution EPS file.

The clipping path should follow the contours of the die line of a single 
element, while incorporating the approximate bleeds desired for each 
step of the element.

4. Group the clipping path and the single element.

5. Adjust the bleed of the single element according to your needs 
(optional).

6. Manually step-and-repeat the clipped single element according to the 
plan of the packaging layout.

7. If the step-and-repeat layout contains more than one graphic element, 
repeat steps 1 to 5 for each of the elements.

8. Add plate marks to the packaging layout such as color bars, guidelines, 
etc. (optional).

9. Print (or send or save as) a PostScript file of the packaging layout to 
the Brisque Pack station.
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10. In Brisque, RIP the step-and-repeat layout by dragging the EPS file of 

the layout to the  Pack RIP operation. The Pack RIP operation 
automatically identifies the input file type as an EPS LRS file.

11. Make sure that the LW resolution of the step-and-repeat layout is the 
same as the LW resolution of the single element. To do so, check the 
values in the LW resolution box values on the Output tab.
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12. On the Separations tab, in the Spot Handling box, select either 
Specific or All to Spot.

13. If the die line was not defined as overprint in the DTP application, 
perform the following:

a. On the Separations tab, in the Spot Handling box, select Specific.

b. In the Separations table, select the die line separation, click the 
arrow of the Overprint column and select Yes.

14. In the Other tab>HiRes parameters, make sure that the Enable 
HighRes Replacement options are selected according to the high-
resolution replacement method you are using.
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15. Make sure that the HighRes Path is set to the folder containing the 
RIPed elements, otherwise the job will fail. To do so:

a. Click .

b. Navigate to the location of the high-resolution files (RIPed 
elements) and click Choose.

c. In the HiRes Path table, select the +Sub check box of the path you 
defined in step b.

16. In the Other tab>Vignette Handling parameters, make sure that the 
Force Vignette to CT check box is cleared.
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17. Click Submit.

A Brisque Packaging (PKG) Job is created by the Brisque Pack station 
with a .PKG.job extension (filename.PKG.job).

18. Use the Preview operation in the Brisque to view the output-ready 
Brisque Packaging Job.

19. Use the Improof operation on the Brisque Pack station to print a step-
and-repeat proof for customer approval of the alignment and 
placement of the layout.
If you want to proof the layout without the packaging separations 
(such as die line, background colors, marks or any other separation 
that does not include the original image), on the Separations tab, 
select the Ignore Packaging Separations check box. This check box is 
cleared by default. 

20. From the Brisque Pack station, send the Job to exposure on any 
supported output device via one of the Brisque exposure operations: 
Plate Expose, Flexo, or Expose (for exposure on film) according to the 
desired output media.

Note:  The low-resolution EPS files incorporated into the packaging layout are 
not RIPed since the Job established links to the elements that have already been 
RIPed on the Brisque Pack station.

Note:  Since the step-and-repeat layout uses the same RIPed files already 
proofed, (as described in phase 1) there is no need to perform an additional color 
proof of the packaging design element.

Note:  If you want to expose the layout with the packaging separations 
(such as die line, background colors, marks or any other separation that does 
not include the original image), on the Separations tab, clear the Ignore 
Packaging Separations check box. This check box is selected by default.
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Using a die line (CAD file) in the workflow

Figure 3: Brisque Pack LRS workflow - step-and-repeat with die line (CAD file)
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This workflow is very similar to the simple step-and-repeat workflow, with 
additional steps of adding the die line and aligning the graphic images with 
the die line of each element.

1. If possible, import the CAD file into the page or document assembly 
DTP application. If not, you can manually recreate the layout structure 
in the DTP application.

2. From the DTP application, browse to the previously RIPed Brisque 
Pages of the single element.

3. Select the low-resolution EPS file of the single element(s) on the 
Brisque and open/import it into the die line of the layout.

4. Align the EPS file with one of the elements in the die line.

5. Create a clipping path of the single element. 

6. Once the clipping path is ready, group the low-resolution EPS and the 
die line, and create a grouped and clipped single element.

7. Adjust the bleed of the single element according to your needs 
(optional).

8. Step-and-repeat the grouped and clipped single element according to 
the die line plan of the packaging layout.

9. Add plate marks to the packaging layout such as color bars and 
guidelines (optional).

10. Repeat steps 8 to 12 as outlined in the simple step-and-repeat 
workflow. (See Using a simple step-and-repeat workflow on page 13).

Note:  The CAD file (CFF2 or DDES2) contains relevant information such as the 
structure design of the single element, step-and-repeat information and 
guidelines (e.g., die, fold and glue lines).

If your packaging layout contains more than one design element, the CAD file 
will contain the package design of all the elements and may also contain step-
and-repeat information for the multi-image layout.

Note:  The clipping path should follow the contours of the die line of a single 
element, while incorporating the approximate bleeds desired for each step of the 
element.
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LRS Automated Brisque Pack Workflow
This workflow uses the automated workflow method of templates and hot 
folders on the Brisque Pack station. 

A template is a set of file processing instructions (Brisque operations such 
as Pack RIP and Preview) that you may define and save to automate 
workflows. When you drag a file onto a template, the file is processed 
according to the instructions defined in that template.

Hot folders contain file handling instructions, and a link to a template 
which defines the file processing instructions. Each hot folder appears as a 
printer on the network (after defining it as such), to which files may be sent 
from a Macintosh thereby allowing you to launch production directly from 
the DTP application. Once a file is sent to a Hot Folder, it is automatically 
processed according to the Hot Folder definitions.

The LRS automated workflow includes both Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the 
LRS workflow. Its steps involve working from both Brisque and the DTP 
application.

In Brisque:

1. Define a template with Preview, Pack RIP and Proof operations.

For more information about templates and Hot Folders see the Brisque version 
5.1 online help.

Note:  This template is to be used by you repeatedly in your workflow. If you 
need more than one set of file processing instructions (template) then create 
another one now.

For information about how to create a template, see the Brisque version 5.1 
online help.
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2. Define a hot folder and attach the template you created in step 1 to 
this hot folder.

3. Create a second template with Pack RIP, Preview, Improof, Hold and 
an output operation according to the output device you are using. 

4. Define a hot folder and attach the template you created in step 3 to 
this hot folder.

In the DTP application:

1. Design the graphics of the package element(s).

2. Close the graphic(s) as a PostScript or PDF file(s).

3. Copy or print the files directly to the Brisque Pack station via the 
network to the first predefined hot folder. 

After the single element is RIPed, a low-resolution EPS file of the single 
element with the extension .eps is created in the location you defined 
(PackRIP>General tab>LRS Path box).

For details on how to define a Hot Folder, see the see the Brisque version 5.1 
online help.

Note:  If you need more than one output operation (such as, Flexo and Plate 
Expose) or different parameters, create another template.

Note:  If your layout contains more than one design element, you can close 
each design element as an individual PostScript or PDF file or close all of the 
design elements in a single multi-page file.

Note:  The step-and-repeat layout of the package is ready to be created with a 
page or document assembly DTP application. This will be described in the steps 
to follow.
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4. From the DTP application, browse to the low-resolution EPS file of 
the single element.

5. Select the low-resolution EPS file of the single element on the Brisque 
Pack station and import it into the step-and-repeat layout.

6. Manually create a clipping path to ignore the unnecessary parts of the 
EPS file.

The clipping path should follow the contours of the die line of a single 
element, while incorporating the approximate bleeds desired for each 
step of the element.

7. Adjust the bleed of the single element according to your needs 
(optional).

8. Manually step-and-repeat the clipped single element according to the 
plan of the packaging layout.

9. If the step-and-repeat layout contains more than one graphic element, 
repeat steps 4 to 8 for each of the elements.

10. Add plate marks to the packaging layout such as color bars and 
guidelines (optional).

11. Print (or send or save as) a PostScript file of the packaging layout to 
the Brisque Pack second hot folder; the defined steps in the hot folder 
and its template start operating.

Note:  The low-resolution EPS files incorporated into the packaging layout are 
not RIPed since the Job established links to the elements that have already been 
RIPed on the Brisque Pack station.
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