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Introduction to PCF Workflow

Introduction

PCF (Packaging Control File) is a Creo file format recognized by the
Brisque Pack station and similar to the ICF format used for imposition
publishing from Preps. The PCF format provides an efficient way of
transferring instructions for packaging layouts to Brisque. The PCF can
contain PostScript data describing the single element or a link to the RIPed
high-resolution data on the Brisque station. The PCF also includes
instructions for positioning the repeated elements and additional
PostScript data that describes plate marks and other components of the
packaging layout such as the die line plan and folding marks.

Several step-and-repeat applications dedicated to packaging, such as Creo
StepOne and ArtWork Systems PowerStepper, can create a PCF file,
supported by the Brisque Pack station.

When a PCF is printed to the Brisque Pack station, Brisque RIPs the PCF
and creates a Brisque Packaging (PKG) Job. The Brisque Packaging Job
contains a mask that describes the layout. For each repetition of the single
element, the Brisque Packaging Job retains a link to the RIPed high-
resolution files. The Brisque Packaging Job can be soft proofed (Preview)
and sent to any output device that is supported by Brisque, including
proofers, imposition proofers, imagesetters and platesetters.

Note: The PCF workflow is password protected and requires a separate license
obtainable from your local service representative.
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Figure 1: The structure of a Packaging (PKG) Job
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The following diagram illustrates a PCF workflow.
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The PCF Workflow

Creating a Brisque Packaging Job
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After you create your PCF from any packaging step-and-repeat application
that can generate a PCF, the PCF must be sent to the Brisque Pack station
and converted to a Brisque Packaging Job (PKG format) using the Pack RIP
operation on the Brisque Pack station. The Brisque Packaging Job can be
handled by most Brisque applications, including exposure on numerous
materials by various supported output devices.

=
The Pack RIP icon and the PCF icon
To activate the Pack RIP operation, perform one of the following

actions:

» Drag the PCF to a Brisque Pack template that contains the Pack RIP
operation.

» Drag the PCF to the &= Pack RIP icon (located in the Operations tab of
the Workflow palette).

> Right-click the PCF and select bt Pack RIP from the popup menu.

» Send/print the PCF from the step-and-repeat application to a Brisque
hot folder.

The PCF may contain PostScript data describing the single element or a
link to the RIPed high-resolution data in Brisque.

If the single design units (image data) have already been RIPed, Brisque
does not need to re-RIP the units to create the packaging layout.

If the PCF contains the PostScript image data, then the Pack RIP operation
RIPs the image data, as well as other PostScript data in the file.
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To create a Brisque Packaging Job on the Brisque Pack station (via a
template):

1.
2.

From the Workflow palette, click the <€ Templates tab.

Locate a Brisque template that contains the Pack RIP operation as one
of its steps. See the Brisque version 5.1 online help for instructions on
creating such a template.

Note: A template containing the Pack RIP operation can be created on any
Brisque station (not only on a Brisque Pack station).

Do not open the template; just keep the Templates tab open on the
Brisque desktop.

From the Brisque Pack station’s File Browser, locate the PCF you want
to use. In this example, we use FromSO.pcf.

B File Browser

» [ﬁ Exercizes
» DLrs
b B
3 Framso jok
» El Perfume jok
= :
1 object(s)

Drag the PCF from the File Browser to the Brisque template in the
Templates tab. In our example, the template contains the Pack RIP and
Preview operations.

The Job Ticket Editor window is displayed.

IP Job Ticket Editor - FromS0.pcf11451.jt

JT Properties

} Pack RIP Parameters: 6
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5. In the Job Ticket Editor window, double-click the Pack RIP icon to
view and verify the parameters:

a.

If the image data of the single element(s) has already been RIPed,
make sure the LW Resolution boxes on the Output tab match the
LW Resolution parameters of the Brisque Job containing the RIPed
single elements.

* Pack RIP Parameters:

General

Output Type: CT & LWy > |
_| Use Resolution Ratio of: ~ 1:8 s
- t
CT Resolution: | 12.5 dpm ﬂ 12.5 dpm
T Type: CTHE B
¢ Resolution: | 100 4 @
L Type: Tlere LW > |

If the PCF does not contain the single element(s), the high-
resolution path should be set to the folder containing the Brisque
Job with the RIPed single elements.

To do so, in the Other tab>HiRes, click ¥, navigate to the
location of the high-resolution files (RIPed elements) and click
Choose.

In the HiRes Path table, select the +Sub check box of the path you
defined in this step.

* Pack RIP Parameters:

Genetal Coutpaut

PDFi Enahle HiRes Replacement:
T Handling APR
wighette Handling opl
DCS
Overprirt Replace Yith: HiRe:s File: o
FaF Error Handling Abart -
Use APR Mask From: Seatch Both >

HiRe= Path:
Peth
Original APRIOPI Path
‘Working Directory
1

IE IR AR 2
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c.  On the Separations tab, in the Spot Handling box, select either
Specific or All to Spot.

ﬁﬂ For information about other parameters, see the RIP book in the Brisque version
. 5.1 online help.

6. In the Job Ticket Editor window, click Submit. Brisque processes the
PCF according to the set Pack RIP parameters and converts the PCF to
a Brisque Packaging Job.

B File Browser

3 [ﬁ Exercizes
» DLrs
b B
3 Framso jok
~ [Oser
(4] =
2 object(s)

1 KB Packaging Jokb
B—Packaging Control File

& Note: The new Job receives a PKG icon identifying it as a Brisque Packaging
Job. This file can then be handled by most Brisque applications, such as Preview,
Improof, Expose, Plate Expose and Flexo.

See the following section, Previewing the Brisque Packaging Job on page 12
for information about previewing the Brisque Packaging Job.
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Previewing the Brisque Packaging Job
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In the previous sections, you created a PCF and converted it to the Brisque
Packaging Job format. To view the layout of the Brisque Packaging Job, use
the Preview operation in Brisque. The Preview operation can also be used
to replace elements on the layout.

To view the layout of a Brisque Packaging Job:

If you chose the Brisque template option in the previous section, Creating
a Brisque Packaging Job, a preview of the Packaging Job should already be
displayed on the screen (since Preview operation option is contained in the
template after the Pack RIP operation).

> Alternatively, locate the Brisque Packaging Job using the Brisque File
Browser, and drag it to the Preview icon in the Workflow palette.

[ FromS0.job 4 =4/ |l preview Paleties

Mode:  HRes Preview & + O Havigator

1

1 Perfurme-P1 p
1 %] Perfume-p p
1 ] perfume-P1 p
1 £%] Perfume-P1
1 Perfume-P1 p

» [ Element Properties

gll\lllgl\l\l\l\\a\\II\I\I\Q\IHIIHIQI\I\I\II\

BRI ]
[F] = 10478409 v: 2459782 Layout Size: ¢ 5207952mm ¢ 483.84634mm

Figure 2: Packaging Layout Preview - HiRes Preview display mode

For information on using Preview in Brisque station, refer to the Brisque version
5.1 online help.
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The separation list of a Brisque Packaging Job may include additional
separations such as die line, background color and various marks that are
not part of the elements. These separations are listed in bold and italic in
the Separations list of the Inventory palette.

Separations ﬁzl

Cyan 0%

- Magerta 0%

ellowy 0%

0%
flash 0%
ofive 0%

[ [

Figure 3: Background separation (marked in bold italics)
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Proofing and Exposing the Packaging Job

The Brisque Packaging Job format is fully supported by all Brisque output
operations. Use Brisque Improof for the customer's approval of the

alignment and placement of the packaging layout. If the elements are not
aligned correctly with the die line, then you may have to recreate the PCF.

Note: If you want to proof the layout without the packaging

ﬁ separations (such as die line, background colors, marks or any other
separation that does not include the original image), on the
Separations tab, select the Ignore Packaging Separations check
box. This check box is cleared by default.

Since the same RIPed data is used for all operations (such as Proof for
proofing the single element(s), Improof for an imposition proof of the
layout and Plate Expose for exposing the layout), you prevent potential
problems that may arise from multiple RIPs.

Once the job is approved and ready for final output, send it for exposure to
any supported output device. Use Plate Expose, Expose (for film) or Flexo
according to the desired output media.

Note: If you want to expose the layout with the packaging separations

& (such as die line, background colors, marks or any other separation that
does not include the original image), on the Separations tab, clear the
Ignore Packaging Separations check box. This check box is selected
by default.

If you want to proof the layout without the packaging separations (such as
die line, background colors, marks or any other separation that does not
include the original image), on the Separations tab, select the Ignore
Packaging Separations check box. This check box is cleared by default.
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