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UDRC Fire Hazard With Flexographic Media
Incident Details
A UDRC (Universal Debris Removal Cabinet) caught fire while extracting debris from a Kodak® ThermoFlex® Mid II platesetter, which was outputting maximum throughput (three shifts a day, two-to-three plates per hour). The fire was inside the debris filter. The fuel source was extracted debris that collected in the filter, and the vacuum pump supplied the necessary oxygen. A hole burned through the aluminum filter canister. Burn holes were discovered on the internal 25-mm vacuum hose leading from the nozzle, indicating that the ablative debris may have been the source of ignition.
Safety Instructions for Handling a UDRC Fire

1. Do not open the lid of the UDRC. The UDRC will be hot, and opening the lid will provide an additional supply of oxygen to the fire.
2. Immediately unplug the AC power cord from the building AC outlet. This stops the vacuum motor that is supplying oxygen to the fire. This is a safer method than unplugging the power cord from the UDRC.
3. At the platesetter, disconnect both the serial cable and the external vacuum hose.
4. Disconnect the external venting vacuum hose at the building end (if provided).
5. Remove the UDRC from the building and cool it down with water.

Required Actions
In order to understand the extent of the risk, we need to evaluate samples of the filters and the internal vacuum hose leading from the nozzle. High-use sites with ThermoFlex Mid I, ThermoFlex Mid II, or ThermoFlex Narrow platesetters are most at risk, because the internal vacuum hose is thin-walled and sensitive to heat.
Important:
Advise your Product Support Manager (PSM) of sites that routinely output maximum throughput on ThermoFlex platesetters and that have not recently replaced the particulate filter. Your PSM will determine which sites must be visited for sample collection. For contact information, see the TechPlanet Escalation page for the platesetter.
The sooner we have samples to evaluate, the more quickly we can identify the risk.

In addition, at each site that you visit for a PM, conduct the following visual checks:
· Check the internal vacuum hose leading from the nozzle for burn marks or holes. If you find burn marks or holes, replace both the hose and the debris filter and return them to Kodak GCG for evaluation.
· Check the particulate filter for signs of fire. If you find signs of fire, replace both the hose and the debris filter and return them to Kodak GCG for evaluation.
Send Samples and Information to Kodak GCG in Burnaby, BC, Canada
Send samples of frequently imaged media types (both imaged and un-imaged samples) to:

Kodak GCG

Attn: Victor Sum

4225 Kincaid Street

Burnaby, BC      V5G 4P5

Canada
E-mail the following form to Victor Sum at victor.sum@kodak.com:

Flexographic Media: Sample Details and Site Information

6. List the media types that are run on the platesetter.

     
7. For each media type, indicate the percentage of use—for example, “media A” is used for 70% of jobs.
     
8. How frequently is the platesetter used—for example, square meters of plates per day or similar information?
     
9. List the exposure conditions for each plate type. For ThermoFlex Mid or ThermoFlex Narrow platesetters, provide the media definition and resolution/intensity files.
     
10. What type of debris cabinet is used? How often is the debris filter changed? On what basis are filters changed—for example, after a fixed interval of time or after a certain number of plates or a plate area (square meters) is imaged?
     
11. When was the filter last replaced?
     
12. Is routine maintenance performed to clean the area around the lens and debris removal nozzle? If so, describe in detail what is done and which materials are used.
     
13. Site location and customer name: 
     
14. Power and plate settings for the imaging head—for example, drum speed:
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