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2  ThermoFlex With Magnetic Drum - Loading and Unloading Procedures

The ThermoFlex® with Magnetic Drum platesetter includes a removable 
tray in addition to the stationary loading tray. Remove the removable tray 
from the from the platesetter before you start to expose the job. 

Loading a Plate
To load a plate

1. Position the removable loading tray on top of the stationary loading 
tray. 

2. Slide the removable loading tray into position.

Figure 1: Sliding the removable loading tray into position



Loading a Plate 3

Figure 2: Sliding the removable loading tray into position

3. Rotate the drum to the scribe line as shown in Figure 3.

The punch hole for the registration pins are located on the highest 
point of the drum.

Figure 3: Rotating the drum to the scribeline
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4. On the right side of the drum, lock the brakes as shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4: Locking the brakes

5. Place a pre-punched plate on the removable loading tray. Align it to 
the upper left side of the tray. Make sure the plate is positioned so that 
the round circular punch is on the left side and the elliptical punch is 
on the right side.

Note:  When the brakes are locked , you cannot rotate the drum.
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Figure 5: Placing the pre-punched plate on the removable loading tray

6. Insert the registration pins, that are attached to the removable loading 
tray, into the punch holes on the plate.

Note:  You can place a second plate on the upper right side of the removable 
loading tray. Make sure the plate is positioned so that the round circular punch 
is on the left side and the elliptical punch is on the right side. 
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Figure 6: Placing the pin in the punch hole.

7. Pull the removable loading tray away from the drum. (Do not remove 
it from platesetter area).

The magnetic force causes the plate to adhere to the drum’s surface. 

Figure 7: Adhering the plate to the drum

8. Remove the registration pins from the punch holes.

Note:  If you loaded a second plate, insert the pins in the punch holes on 
that plate too. 
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9. Release the brakes as shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8: Releasing the brakes

10. Manually rotate the drum.

You can now load another two plates for a total of four plates at one 
time. 

11. Remove the removable loading tray from the platesetter area.

Unloading a Plate
To unload a plate

1. Manually rotate the drum so that the edge of the plate appears.

2. Use a joint knife to detach the plate from the drum. 
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Figure 9: Detaching the plate with a joint knife

3. Manually rotate the drum and slide the plate off the drum and onto 
the stationary loading tray.

Figure 10: Unloading the plate

CAUTION:   Be careful not to touch the emulsion side of the plate while 
unloading.

CAUTION:   Be careful not to bend the plate while unloading it.
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