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PDF 1.5 and Acrobat 6: Implications for Prinergy and 
Prinergy Evo Users 
 

What's new in PDF 1.5? 

PDF 1.5 includes Layers and the ability to display images that use JPEG2000 compression. 

Layers, called "Optional Content" in the PDF 1.5 specification, allow context-specific content in the PDF file,  
for example, zoom-specific content and language layers. Prinergy™ and Prinergy Evo™ can currently process 
Layers. Prinergy and Prinergy Evo will warn that “PDF version is not supported,” but will print the layers on 
output, maintaining the overprint and knockout settings. 

JPEG2000 is a new compression scheme for contone images. Prinergy and Prinergy Evo will not process 
pages with JPEG2000 compression. Prinergy and Prinergy Evo will display the message, “PDF Library Error: 
A stream specifies an unknown filter.” 

 
Applications Dealing With PDF 1.5 

Adobe® Acrobat Distiller 6 can generate PDF files up to PDF version 1.5. Acrobat Distiller 6 can still generate 
earlier versions of PDF, such as PDF 1.3. Acrobat 6 can read PDF files up to PDF version 1.5. 

Adobe InDesign® 3 (CS) and Adobe Illustrator® 11 (CS) can generate PDF 1.5 files directly. 

 
Creating PDF Files for Prinergy and Prinergy Evo With Acrobat Distiller 6 

Acrobat Distiller 6-generated PDF files, such as PDF 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5, have been tested with Prinergy and 
Prinergy Evo, and no problems were found. 

Page suppliers using the existing Creo PDF Pages.joboptions file or similar settings and the Creo Distiller 
Assistant will produce pages that Prinergy and Prinergy Evo can process without problems. 

If a page supplier provides PDFs that includes PDF 1.5's JPEG2000 compression, the page will fail in Prinergy 
2.2 and lower with an “unknown filter” error message. In Prinergy 2.3, in the Normalize process plan, if "PDF 
1.4 or higher" is set to "convert to 1.3", a file containing PDF 1.5's JPEG2000 or Layers will be flattened to 
include PDF 1.3-compatible objects.  If "PDF 1.4 or higher" is set to "Fail", Prinergy will fail files containing PDF 
1.5 objects. 
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Note: The Distillr\Startup folder has moved in Acrobat Distiller 6. On a PC, the folder is in C:\Documents 
and Settings\All Users\Documents\Adobe PDF 6.0\Startup. On a Mac, the folder is in 
/users/shared/Adobe PDF 6.0/startup. 

Note: When installing the Creo PDF Pages.joboptions, place it in the Settings folder. On a PC, the folder is 
in C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\Adobe PDF 6.0\Settings. On a Mac, the folder is in 
/users/shared/Adobe PDF 6.0/settings. 

 
Adobe Acrobat 6 Qualification for Prinergy and Prinergy Evo 

Adobe Acrobat 6 is qualified for use as a prepress tool with Prinergy Evo and Prinergy 2.2.1.5 and 2.3 
and later.  

Note: Creo does not sell Acrobat 5.0 to 6.0 upgrades. Customers must contact Adobe directly to 
purchase upgrades. 

Refer to eCentral for Prinergy, Prinergy Evo, and Adobe Acrobat troubleshooting information. 

Conclusion 

PDF 1.5 is expected to be much less problematic than PDF 1.4. However, as with any new software,  
Creo recommends you use extra caution and early testing cycles. 
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